
djdesignz commented on To Hip or Not to Hop - What is the Motive?  

Glory to God! 

Please forgive me if I've offended anyone with my thoughts, I will try to express my thoughts more 
cogently. 

IMMORAL - tending to corrupt OR resulting from corruption. 
EVIL - Morally wrong or bad 
INTENT - The will or purpose with which one does an act. Implicit meaning or connotation. 

If I take a piece of wood, as creator is it not in my power to create something good (to God's glory) or 
evil? (Not God honoring) 
If I take a paint brush to the canvas, as creator is it not in my power to create something good (to 
God's glory) or evil? (not God honoring) 
If I take a huge block of ice, as creator is it not in my power to carve out something good (to God's 
glory) or evil? (not God honoring) 

In each case as creator, the creation or idea of the finshed product can have its genesis in me or be 
from external influences. Whether internal or external, these influences help give birth so to speak to 
the idea AS the end result, which is largely based to a degree upon what I intend or purpose. 

For instance, with the piece of wood one could create a graven image and attach some mystical 
power to it. Or one could create a cross to remind them of Christ's cost. 
So too with music. Matthew 12:35 - 35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth 
forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. (I don't read an 
option of neutrality in Matthew 12:35 it's either good or evil which is the consistent pattern throughout 
the Word) 

(MN:  Where’s what you don’t seem to be connecting with.  The block of wood is neither moral nor 
immoral.  It’s nothing until you add information.  That information can be in the form of words carved 
on the block of wood.  Dyes applied to the block of word, or sculpting the wood into a shape of some 
kind.  Until you do one of these, the block of wood is morally neutral.  It is neither moral nor immoral.  
You have to add information to a neutral item in order to provide a moral [or immoral] quality] to it.  ) 

If I take notes/sounds, as a creator is it not in my power to create or bring forth that which is good or 
that which is evil with the notes/sounds? I will concede that it's not always possible to know the intent 
of the creator, but out of the good treasure of the heart come good things and out of evil treasure... 
evil. But a lot of times we DO KNOW the intent of the creator because so many are using known 



music by popular artists and can readily find/hear what their intent is. And if we're incapable of 
ascertaining the intent, Romans 8 makes it clear. 

 
Romans 8:7-8 - 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of 
God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  (MN:  Which has 
nothing to do with the content of moral neutrality.  This has to do with our enmity to God.  Read the 
rest of the chapter.  ) 

(MN:  Here is where you keep going on the rails.  My intent doesn’t determine the morality of the 
item.  My intent only determines the morality of me.  A sign pointing out the direction of traffic 
contains no moral content.  But if I place it at the end of the street, making people think the traffic 
goes into the street rather than out, with the intent of causing accident and getting people injured, 
then my motives are evil.  But the sign still has no innate moral qualities.  The SIGN has no moral 
character.  It is all in the person who placed the sign.  

The closest you come to something like this is counterfeit money.  Its creator’s intent is to make 
money illegally.  Additionally, counterfeit money is, in and of itself, is illegal.  But the paper had no 
moral content until the ink was applied to it; until information was added to it.  ) 

Is it really hard to grasp the idea that the creator is responsible for their creation and that 
responsibility extends to their intent? That as a believer we can choose or be inspired to bring forth 
from the treasure of our heart (Matthew 12:35) that which is intended to glorify God? Is a Believer 
capable of bringing forth that which does not glorify God? Did God create the world with a 
specific intention? What was His intention? 

(MN:  You are doing an excellent job of using verses out of context.  The contents of my heart (the 
information in my heart) determines the moral character of the man.  It has nothing to do with the 
intent of the creator.  ) 

In Romans 1:20-21 (paraphrasing) it states that His creation is non-verbally capable of 
communicating and declaring to man His existence, therefore man is without excuse. Is it at least 
possible then, to see how music without lyrics (non-verbally) is incapable of communicating that 
which is moral or immoral based upon the intent of the creator? 1 Corinthians 2 states that the Spirit 
has the power to discern and reveal. It doesn't take a rocket scientist, just the Spirit of God to 
spiritually discern or determine the musical intent of that which has its genesis in the spirit (1 
Corinthian 2:11) of this world! 

Meaning, this music even without lyrics was not created with the intent of glorifying God because the 
unregenerate (Romans 8:8) is incapable of doing so. 



So now how does one "redeem" such music? You gave an example of redeeming found in Leviticus 
and throughout the book, redeem can be seen associated with valuation... worth! Didn't Christ 
redeem you, redeem me because the Father saw value in us?  (MN:  No.  He redeemed us for the 
purpose of His glory, not because He saw any value in us. ) Worth has much to do with redemption 
even though we were considered worthless. I'll stop here. 

I don't fear being wrong because there is safety in being wrong.  (MN:  Huh?  ) I'm more fearful of 
being right because 1 Corinthians 8:2 states: And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows 
nothing yet as he ought to know. 

-Selah 

I Ain't Nobody! 

 


